A Desired Home
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Designers | Liang Architecture Studio / Xu Liang

Participants | Wang Xinyan, Zhou Zesi, Cheng Pingping, Sun Yongfang
Photographers | Wang Ting, Ye Song

Category | Villa

Location_| China

Materials | tile, woodwork, paint, perforated aluminum board

Size | 500 m2

Project year| 2020
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1. The first floor living room. 2. The first floor living room.
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Xu Liang

Xu Liang is the founder & design director
of Liang Architecture Studio. As a young
interior architect, he has won multiple
design awards at home and abroad,
including Dragon Design Foundation
Award 2019, Taiwan Interior Design Award
2015 (Gold Award & "Interior Design in
Next Generation" Award) , 2013 Jintang
Prize (Nominee for "Emerging Designer of
the Year"), and many other international
awards held in the US, the Netherlands,
France and Italy. Xu excels at utilizing
simplistic architectural structures, clear
layout and pure material palette as
carriers to create unique aesthetics,
which is a design process that combines
sensibility and logic. He strives to give
people penetrating insights into the value
of space and living through his design
practices in private residences and
commercial spaces.
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3. A heavy structural beam is visible in the lobby space. 4.5. Details, living room. 6. The first floor view showing a fireplace attached to a partition. 7.

The first floor and its stepped floors.
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8. The first floor framed view that penetrates from dining room to living room. 9. The first floor dining room. 10. Open style kitchen is equipped with
large windows. 11. B1 plan. 12. The first floor plan. 13. The second floor plan. 14. The third floor plan. 15. B1 audio video room, clad in reflective
materials. 16. Tea room on the basement floor. 17. B1 floor with good access to natural light and easy accessibility from the lowest floor to the upper
floors. 18. Staircase and lighting design.




Home is not merely a house or container of trivial things in
daily life, but more a place that accommodates emotions
and love. It's like an intimate medium, which witnesses the
interweaving of daily life and growth, records stories occur
in the space, and conveys the occupant's personality and
attitude.

This project is the transformation of a residence. Based
on architectural thinking, the interior design enriches the
layering of space by integrating interpenetrating surfaces,
and realizes symbiosis between people and space in a
free and balanced atmosphere.

Natural light is what the clients expect most for the home.
It's a luxury to have sunlight change, stay and move
throughout the entire space. As approaching the project,
the design team tried the best to bring in the "luxury"
daylight.

Deconstruction

Lina Bo Bardi once said that architecture was about
creation and reinvention, so is space. The design team
believes that the space is formed by objects, so objects
are the basis of spatial functions and layering, as well as
the carrier of circulation routes.

Architectural thinking was applied to spatial transformation.
The floor slabs and rooftop along the central axis of the
foyer was dismantled, which divided the building into two
parts: the front and rear blocks.

A structural beam above the foyer was retained, which
witnessed renewal of the space and carries its past
memories. The box beside the beam features a mirror
surface, which reflects it and seems to blur the time order
under the relationship between the old and new.

Interplay of Light and Shadows

Natural light expresses spatial art, and comforts the mind.
The designers created an atrium in the building, in order
to let sunlight directly filter into the central hollow space on
each floor.

Originally, there were only two areas allowing daylight
to enter the interior. Through adding a new architectural
block, the design team created an additional core area that
introduces light in. Besides, a layer of perforated aluminum
panel is set under the glass roof, which creates a sense of
formality as light falling down.
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19. Openings allow natural light in the central court to penetrate the
internal space. 20. Open-cut court is a light-weight box different from
the existing heavy structural system. 21. Central courtyard allows
natural light to enter.




The angles of sunlight vary throughout the day and year. Light freely moves within the space, generates dappled shadows,
which interact with different areas and provide the occupants with surprising and playful experiences.

Interactive Connection

After understanding the clients' demands and living habits of the family, the designers further enhanced openness and
interactive feature of the residence. Parts of the ceiling above the living room and dining area were cut, in order to connect the
public areas as much as possible.

In addition, based on spatial functions and the clients' expectations, the designers added some windows in an orderly manner,
which perfectly coordinate with the scales of those already existed. These new window openings bring ample natural light into
the space, and enhance interaction between the inside and outside. The kitchen, dining room and other public areas are awash
with daylight since morning. Those public areas are made open, helps to facilitating physical and spiritual interaction among
family members.
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1. Tempered glass: Tempered glass is used for the skylight roof 1. The project is a renovation effort to transform a villa house. Multiple levels
and handrails. 2. Perforated aluminum board: This material is used and floor gaps created a challenge of spatial consistency and linkage to
under the skylight to create special lighting quality. 3. Woodwork: surrounding nature. 2. Natural lighting is an essential element in this villa
woodwork appears to dialogue with natural light in many positions house. Light easily permeates every corner.
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Conventional independent walk-in closet cannot be found in the bedroom.
Instead, the wardrobe is set between the bedroom and bathroom,
surrounded by the circulation routes. The bathtub can be seen from the
bed area. Such a smooth sight line helps to adjust emotions, relax the
mind, and bring more possibilities for life.

Design Thinking

The spatial layout is based on rational thinking, which takes into account
functionality, the family's living habits, and interaction among people, space
and daylight.

The architectural facade and interior structures were adjusted and
transformed appropriately, so as to create visual experiences and affect
the occupants' emotions at architectural level firstly, and extend such
experiences and emotions to the interior. The interior space is then
presented in a way that well meets living needs and promotes interaction
among family members. The overall design is capable of guiding and improving lifestyles.

"The design languages are relatively simplistic. The space is serene, fun, durable and sometimes surprising, and it offers a
holistic experience, which dialogues with the mind." the designer said. Text by Liang Architecture Studio.
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22. The second floor family room, full of permeating natural light from the skylight. 23. The second floor bedroom. 24. The second floor reading room,
equipped with several small openings facing the courtyard. 25. Reading room is immediately adjacent to the courtyard to receive natural light all the
time. 26. Master bedroom and walk-in closet. 27.28. The third floor master bathroom.
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